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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The final gavel fell March 10 on the 2022 legislative session. This 
year’s session was short — only 60 days — but intense. More than 
1,500 bills were introduced in just two months, with 315 fully approved 
and sent to the governor for signature. 

Mostly virtual for more than two years, the Legislature has changed 
much about how it conducts work. Online meetings, deliberations and 
voting have — by and large — taken the place of in-person interaction. 
This has created several challenges. Communication with my legislative 
colleagues, especially those across the aisle, was more limited and less 
collaborative than in past years, something I worked hard to overcome.

There were some wins this year and several missed opportunities. 
Numerous solutions were offered to the problems facing our state, 
including helping communities overcome the economic, health and 
social ramifications of COVID. It was exciting to sponsor and support 
several of these effective public policies, but disappointing to see so few 
adopted — including the Legislature’s failure to deliver meaningful tax 
relief to working Washingtonians.

Instead, much of our time was focused on repairing the damage 
created in previous legislative sessions, such as delaying the insolvent 
and unpopular long-term care insurance program (and its accompanying 
payroll tax) and fixing the anti-law enforcement bills adopted last year.

You sent me to Olympia to advocate on your behalf and protect 
and represent your values. I did my best to do that. But I wasn’t alone. 
Countless constituents contacted my office by email, phone and even 
our district town halls to share their encouragement and input on my 
efforts. I’d like to say thank you to everyone who reached out. Words 
cannot adequately express my gratitude for your support.

Although we are no longer in session, please remember that I work 
for you year-round. Do not hesitate to contact me if you need assistance 
navigating state government or want to schedule a meeting.

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your state representative.

Rep. Alex Ybarra
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2022 SUPPLEMENTAL OPERATING BUDGET
Despite the 

economic impact of 
the pandemic, state 
tax collections have 
been soaring – but so 
has the state budget. 
In fact, spending has 
more than doubled 
in the last 10 years, 
fueling the growth of 
state government and 
creating pressure to 
raise taxes even further.

This year’s budget 
includes a stunning $6.1 
billion increase with 
more than 1,300 new 
spending items. State 
spending has now reached $65 billion under the 2022 supplemental operation budget. (Senate Bill 5693).

BUDGET SURPLUS SHOULD BE 
RETURNED TO THE TAXPAYERS

Despite a more than $15 billion budget surplus, no 
meaningful tax relief was approved by the Legislature 
during the 2022 session. Why such an enormous 
surplus, you might wonder? Why didn’t Olympia return 
any of that money to taxpayers? We can certainly afford 
to do so.

Unfortunately, the majority party blocked several 
tax relief efforts this session, including expanding the 
Working Families Tax Credit, reducing the state sales 
tax, and lowering the B&O tax for manufacturing and 
trucking.

NO ACTION ON EMERGENCY POWERS REFORM
It’s critical that we restore balance in our state’s governance. House Bill 1772, introduced this session, 

would have done just that. Instead of supporting that bill, the majority party offered a weaker proposal, 
Senate Bill 5909, that failed to address the issue, then killed it in the House.

Washington has now begun its third year under emergency orders, and nothing has changed. It’s important 
that people have a say in ongoing, long-lasting states of emergency.

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 
AND PAYROLL TAX DELAYED

The Long-Term Services and Supports Trust 
Program has too many problems to ignore – 
limited benefits, restrictions, and insolvency. 
Instead of repealing the unpopular, unworkable 
long-term care insurance program and its 
regressive payroll tax, the majority party put it off 
by delaying its implementation for 18 months.

Alternative legislation was offered, including 
House Bill 1913, that would have repealed 
and replaced the program with a better, more 
affordable, and solvent alternative. Unfortunately, 
the bill was not allowed to advance.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2021-22%2FPdf%2FBills%2FSenate%2520Passed%2520Legislature%2F5693-S.PL.pdf%3Fq%3D20220428141805&data=05%7C01%7CNicholas.Hopkins%40leg.wa.gov%7C026fa44a2004476c2a6a08da295cc051%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C637867775586150627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wG8vy0KmYgvBCPaSO%2FZGkLcR0cI8cQptPom6rubfzJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1772.pdf?q=20220428141659
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2021-22%2FPdf%2FBills%2FSenate%2520Bills%2F5909.pdf%3Fq%3D20220428133938&data=05%7C01%7CNicholas.Hopkins%40leg.wa.gov%7Cccfa0d8b524c4985ddd108da29574888%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C637867752091894037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K1sn4ggjsr%2FY2vXSub28fuJ6mo0XeTUcVimzbaAfC%2FY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2021-22%2FPdf%2FBills%2FHouse%2520Bills%2F1913.pdf%3Fq%3D20220428133856&data=05%7C01%7CNicholas.Hopkins%40leg.wa.gov%7Cccfa0d8b524c4985ddd108da29574888%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C637867752091894037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D7%2B%2B6moHG%2FftV2G4kkwZP5oR5gMm52dglEA3cJcjgPU%3D&reserved=0
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CAPITAL GAINS INCOME TAX THROWN OUT  
BY THE COURT, BUT NOT COMPLETELY

When the majority party passed the capital gains income tax in 2021, Republicans said it was 
unconstitutional. In February, a Douglas County Superior Court judge agreed. However, that court ruling has not 
deterred supporters, who plan to appeal the ruling to the state Supreme Court.

Olympia is already awash in money and does not need this tax. I supported legislation, House Bill 1912, to 
repeal it. The next steps are up to the state Supreme Court.

POLICE REFORM FIXES
The Legislature spent quite a bit of time trying to repair the damage done by the anti-law enforcement reforms 

approved in 2021. Republicans and Democrats worked together to address some of the troubling aspects of 
these policies. But there is still more that needs to be done.

Senate Bill 5919, which would have restored some authority to law enforcement to engage in vehicular 
pursuits when there was reasonable suspicion, was blocked by the majority party. Failing to change this policy will 
continue to negatively impact public safety across our state.

‘ MOVE AHEAD’ 
TRANSPORTATION 
PACKAGE

This 16-year, $17 billion 
transportation package stirred up 
quite a bit of controversy because 
it originally contained a six-cent-
per-gallon tax on exported fuel. With 
growing pressure from our neighboring 
states, the majority party eventually 
removed that proposal.

However, they traded one bad 
idea for another by replacing it with 
an annual $57 million transfer from 
the State’s Public Works Assistance 
account for the next 16 years. Raiding 
this funding shifts the costs of the 
transportation package to local 
communities. This will decrease 
economic opportunities and increase 
fees and rates on services like water 
and utilities, among others. Several 
transportation solutions were offered by 
Republicans, but Democrats chose a 
partisan approach and left the minority 
party out of the negotiations.

2022 SUPPLEMENTAL CAPITAL BUDGET
Once again, the 13th District has done well in Olympia’s capital 

budget process with more than $40.3 million in local projects 
approved in the final supplemental budget. I was happy to help 
secure the $12.9 million needed to rebuild Almira’s Elementary 
and Middle School. Another big win was the $125,000 needed for 
Mattawa’s event center.

Here are some additional highlights:

Civil Air Patrol Hanger (Ephrata)  $1.2 million
Confluence Health Treatment Center (Moses Lake)  $1.2 million
Central Washington University  $3.2 million
Springwood Ranch (Kittitas County)  $10 million
Creston School District  $5 million
Palouse to Cascade Trail, Crab Creek trestle 
replacement

 $2 million

First Street Downtown Revitalization (Cle Elum)  $465,000
Roslyn Downtown Association Gazebo (Rosyln)  $171,000
Yakima Canyon Interpretive Center (Ellensburg)  $150,000
Taneum Creek property acquisition  $200,000
HopeSource, homeless youth facility (Ellensburg)  $3.3 million
Lincoln County Fire District helipad (Sprague)  $103,000

For a complete list, go to:  
fiscal.wa.gov/CapitalProjectListDistrictSupp.aspx

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2021-22%2FPdf%2FBills%2FHouse%2520Bills%2F1912.pdf%3Fq%3D20220428141840&data=05%7C01%7CNicholas.Hopkins%40leg.wa.gov%7C026fa44a2004476c2a6a08da295cc051%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C637867775586150627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uYVuPmjE0E0yBwAtsU%2FDc7hdTqJ4iR6pr5VbZjHpIxc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2021-22%2FPdf%2FBills%2FSenate%2520Bills%2F5919.E.pdf%3Fq%3D20220428141728&data=05%7C01%7CNicholas.Hopkins%40leg.wa.gov%7C026fa44a2004476c2a6a08da295cc051%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C637867775586150627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=59OmlEOpk2jdYMUngwpZJfYSoi%2FrDF7wgsKw5uGzoPc%3D&reserved=0
http://fiscal.wa.gov/CapitalProjectListDistrictSupp.aspx
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WORKING FOR YOU!
When COVID restrictions loosened up, I was among the first in 

Olympia to show up, in-person, on the House floor to debate and 
vote on legislation. Although the Legislature is only in session a 
few months during the year, please remember that I work for you 
year-round. I hope you will continue to reach out to me during the 
interim. If you would like to meet with me, please use the contact 
info below. It’s truly an honor to represent you in the 13th District.

Stay in touch!
•  Visit my website | Sign-up for my legislative email updates | RepresentativeAlexYbarra.com

•   Sign-up for The Capitol Buzz | A weekday summary of online news stories from across the state | 
houserepublicans.wa.gov/stay-connected/capitol-buzz

• Bookmark the Washington State Ledger | A legislative news aggregator | waledger.houserepublicans.wa.gov

• Visit the Washington State House Republicans’ website | houserepublicans.wa.gov

• Call the legislative hotline | 1-800-562-6000

• Find ADA accommodation and information | leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/adainfo.aspx

http://RepresentativeAlexYbarra.com
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/stay-connected/capitol-buzz
http://waledger.houserepublicans.wa.gov
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/adainfo.aspx

